
 
How Can I Help This Community Effort?           

Your Actions Make a Difference!                  
By the Rivendell Ponds and Preserves Committee                       12.9.19 

 

The Ponds and Preserves Committee is asking all residents of this community to show their support for our 

mission and our actions to improve how we care for our ponds and preserves.  Let work together to protect the 

beauty and vibrancy of Rivendell's natural areas, our precious wildlife, and keep our property values strong. 

 

Below are several ways Rivendell residents can help, along with specific actions that those who live adjacent to 

a pond can do, and ways to volunteer to help in a specific role. 

 

All Rivendell Homeowners and Renters 

We are asking all homeowners and renters to follow the recommendations of the committee and Sarasota County 

regarding responsible management of fertilizer and irrigation. These steps will help control erosion and algae in 

our ponds, plus help enhance our wildlife population.  See the Highlights section for details. 

 

Homeowners and Renters Who Live Adjacent to a Pond 

If you live in a home adjacent to a pond, we encourage you support the 

recommendation from the Board of Directors and install a Low Maintenance 

Zone (LMZ) on the strip of lawn along the pond shoreline.  This 

recommendation is in addition to the recommendation for management of 

fertilizer and irrigation.  See the Highlights section for details. 

 

Specific Things You Can Do as a Volunteer 
If you live in a home adjacent to a pond, you may choose to become a “Rivendell Pond Steward.” These 

volunteers will make a concerted effort to be exemplary in installing and maintaining LMZs and in managing 

their fertilizer and irrigation. They will work with their neighbors to do the same by hosting meetings and/or 

going door-to-door, and by maintaining contact with their neighbors. They will solicit feedback regarding how 

the program is going. Some larger ponds could benefit from more than one Pond Steward. Stewards will also 

network together to learn the best ways of moving the program forward.  For further information, contact Frank 

Freestone at paddlemania@verizon.net.  

 

If you would like to volunteer to assist in other ways, there are several opportunities: 

 Committee Members - Each Team within the P&P Committee is always looking for new folks and ideas 

interested in assisting in our efforts.  Refer to the P&P Committee Mission document to learn more about 

each team and their role in the Community.  

 

 Bird Watchers - If you are interested in observing and/or photographing 

birds, there is a group that is documenting bird sightings around Rivendell and 

which is using an app called “eBird.” For more information, contact Norma 

Lee Rhines at nlrhines@gmail.com or Melle Lee Warren at 

melle_lee@hotmail.com. Click here for the Rivendell eBird site. 

 

 Wildlife and Nature Photographers – Anyone who enjoys taking outdoor 

photos around Rivendell and wishes to submit them for consideration to post 

on our website, please let us know.  
 

 

If interested in getting involved, or you have another idea of how you can help,  

Please contact Frank at paddlemania@verizon.net 
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