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October, the month of Halloween with colors of orange and black, 
brings to mind the breathtaking Monarch Butterfly (Danaus 
plexippus).  More than beautiful, Monarch Butterflies contribute to 
the health of our planet.  While feeding on nectar, they pollinate 
many types of flowers. Monarchs are also an important food 
source for birds, small animals, and other insects. Let’s learn more 
about the magnificent Monarch Butterfly:  
 
Easy to Identify - The distinctive coloration of the orange wings, 
marked by black veins and a black border with two rows of spots, 
is easy to spot and warns predators of the insect’s bad taste. Its 
wingspan averages about 4 inches. The monarch butterfly 
undergoes four stages of complete metamorphosis: egg, 
caterpillar, pupa and adult. Their feast of choice is milkweed 
leaves. 
 
Migration - The annual migration of North America’s monarch butterfly is a unique and amazing 
phenomenon. New research shows that it may take as many as five generations for monarchs to make it 
north out of Mexico, venturing as far as southern Canada, before returning and flying back south of the 
border for the winter. However, many of the Monarchs Butterflies in south Florida are non-migratory so 
we are fortunate to see them in Rivendell year-round.  
 

Their Habitat is threatened – Monarch Butterfly populations have been 
declining in recent decades. Loss of habitat and breeding grounds are 
likely due to increased use of pesticides, over development, clear-
cutting, and deforestation. Some experts want to add the Monarch to the 
list of endangered species.  
 
How You Can Help – Plant a butterfly garden in your backyard. 
Butterfly-friendly plants are colorful and add beauty to your yard. Most 
butterfly gardens are also a magnet for hummingbirds, birds, and 
beneficial insects.  A productive butterfly garden does not require a 
large land area—even a few key plants can make a huge impact. Visit 
UF/IFAS Extension Service’s: Butterfly Gardening in Florida for more 
information.  

 
Enjoy the amazing wildlife photos on the P&P website and Wildlife Photo Gallery. We can keep 
Monarchs attracted to Rivendell by planting a butterfly-friendly garden, reducing use of chemicals and 
keeping our ponds healthy. The Monarch Butterfly, while the most famous, isn’t the only orange and 
black butterfly found in Rivendell, as you can see.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monarch Butterfly – plant a 

butterfly garden & enjoy this favorite 
wildlife “King” in your backyard. 

 

Queen Butterfly – mistaken 

for a Monarch, the Queen 
Butterfly has white spots on 
its hindwings and is a darker 
color orange, distinguishing it 
from the Monarch.  

 

 

Start a Butterfly Garden 

with plants they love – such 

as Firebush.        (Bing image) 

Gulf Fritillary – known as a 

"longwing butterfly" for its 
long, narrow wings, compared 
to other butterflies. 
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https://www.britannica.com/animal/insect
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw057
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