
 

Wishes AND Well-Laid Plans Do Come True 
2020 In review 
By the Ponds and Preserves Committee 

[Woodlands Word – December 2020]                           11.11.2020 
 

 

‘Twas the Day before Christmas and All Through the Ponds, 
All Creatures are Stirring – Birds, Butterflies & Frogs… 

(With apologies to C.C. Moore) 

 
What an unusual year – we hope you and your family are staying safe and well. Reflecting on our ponds and 
preserves, great achievements have been made, in spite of global challenges.  We thank all our residents for 
the commitment and support to keep our community’s natural assets healthy and beautiful. 
 

When this year began, our wonderful Pond Stewards 
were working with neighbors to install voluntary Low-
Maintenance Zones (LMZs) around their ponds. LMZs 
(no-mow zones) are proven to help control erosion by 
keeping shoreline banks stable and absorbing nutrient 
runoff. The Stewards’ efforts helped validate the benefit 
of LMZs and at the April HOA meeting a Standing Rule 
was adopted making a three-foot LMZ mandatory on all 
Rivendell ponds. Subsequently, the Board also voted to 
have LMZs maintained by the RCA community 
contractor, West Bay, to ensure a neat, uniform and 
manicured appearance. Trimming began in July.    

 
The other big part of the erosion control plan is aquatic plants. In our initial 
salvo, three Florida native emergent species were installed in ponds that 
are visible from streets. Their deep roots stabilize the banks, keep soil in 
place and adapt to changing water levels.  Plants also soak up excess 
nutrients to reduce algae growth and provide habitat cover and food 
sources for our wildlife friends. Over the next few years, aquatics will be 
planted on all Rivendell ponds. LMZs and plants work together to create 
our “Rivendell Natural Shoreline.” Our wildlife friends have already 
shown their appreciation with their increased presence visible throughout 
our community.          Two photos by P&S Remy. 
              

Rivendell is also receiving recognition by the County and nearby 
communities for our erosion control efforts. Mollie Holland, of 
Sarasota County’s NEST program (Neighborhood Environmental 
Stewardship Team) has explicitly highlighted Rivendell for its 
efforts to promote enlightened environmental management 
practices in the county. She referred both Turtle Rock (Palmer 
Ranch) and Chestnut Creek (Venice) to our website and P&P 
team, to help them with 
their pond challenges. 
They are very impressed 

with our actions and communication efforts and through our exchange 
of ideas, we had the benefit of teachable moments from some of their 
efforts  
 
When you drive or walk around the community, we hope you take as 
much pride in our ponds and preserves as we do. Keeping them 
healthy and vibrant are reflected in our strong property values. Your 
actions do make a difference.     
          Two photos by Bob Frank. 
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