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Rivendell's natural beauty distinguishes us from many surrounding communities. The landscaping along our 
main roads, well maintained homeowner gardens, our ponds and preserves and our many views of Oscar 
Scherer State Park all contribute to this ethos. Protecting and carefully managing these features ensures strong 
property values.  Recent articles have outlined the steps being taken to keep our ponds healthy. Now it is time to 
address the urgent needs of our preserves. 
 
We have 14 wetland preserves (designated by Southwest Florida Water Management District), and each is 
surrounded by an upland buffer.  Additionally, a “conserved upland” buffer area borders Oscar Scherer State 
Park (OSSP) on the East and South. The OSSP Buffer is a major element of the view from many homes and is a 
primary element of their property values, and by extension, all our property values (a rising tide raises ALL 
boats). 
 
When the original developer changed the land use from cattle ranch to subdivision, he entered into an 
agreement with Sarasota County (Ordinance 92-021 with associated Management Plan dated 1998 & 2000) to 
manage these preserves and uplands in perpetuity, with very detailed requirements. Our HOA has inherited the 
requirements and the legal responsibility to honor the terms of the agreement.   
  
These requirements include:  

 Managing invasive and non-native plant species (Now being done by our Aquagenics Contractor),  

 Specific limits on permitted actions within preserves (In our Covenants, with published reminders), 

 Inspection and correction of Preserve incursions (Actions underway, more steps needed), 

 Installation of signs marking Preserve Boundaries (High priority, action needed soon), 

 Managing accumulated vegetation in conserved uplands (Mostly OSSP Buffer, action needed). 
  
The OSSP Buffer has not had any vegetation management steps performed in over twenty years, so there is 
substantial accumulation of flammable vegetation and leaf litter. The risk of a lightning-triggered wildfire in areas 
not readily accessible by municipal firefighting equipment could easily destroy large tracts before being brought 
under control, with an attendant reduction in Rivendell property values. The P&P Committee has recommended 
two actions to the Board to mitigate that risk:  
 

 A Wildfire Mitigation Plan has been developed in cooperation with the Florida Forest Service. This Plan, 
now approved by the County, calls for mowed firebreaks in the OSSP Buffer (and other areas) to improve 
access and reduce the spread of fire. These firebreaks will be installed in 2021. 

 

 An Ecological Mowing Plan is also being developed using mechanical equipment, such as a heavy brush 
mower, to reduce the accumulated vegetation. This step will help control wildfire spread as well as meet our 
County-specified requirements for upland management. This step will be costly and will likely be done in 
phases over several years, to minimize the impact on annual assessments. 

 
In Summary, Preserve management steps 
now being planned will benefit the community 
and meet our regulatory requirements.  Further 
information on this topic will be provided in 
subsequent articles. 
 
Here is a snapshot from the drone video on our 
website showing the Oscar Scherer State Park 
Buffer Zones - looking south at Eagle and 
Scherer Lakes.   
Click here to enjoy a peaceful aerial flight 
around our beautiful Rivendell community, 
produced by Gary Mruz.  Thanks Gary! 
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