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As we hope you have noticed, there are new aquatic plantings on many 
Rivendell ponds!  On August 13, hundreds of aquatic plants were installed 
on ponds visible from our roadways. This is the next phase in the planned 
pond planting project.  More plantings are scheduled over the next couple of 
years until we complete plantings on our Rivendell ponds. We have visible 
erosion so there is urgency associated with getting it under control. 
 

Hardy Florida natives, Duck 
Potato, Pickerelweed & 
Spike Rush, were selected 
for their longer root systems 
and adaptability to our 
changing water levels. They 
were planted in the water, 
clustered along the shoreline 
and are tall enough to reach 
above the pond’s surface. Over time, these plant clusters 
will spread along the shoreline. These plants also provide 
important habitat and cover for wildlife.  
 
In addition to the Low Maintenance Zones, these plantings 
are part of the ongoing strategy to improve the life and 
health of our retention ponds and stormwater system.  Not 
only attractive, these emergent aquatic plants’ deep roots 

are beneficial in helping to control erosion and absorbing excess nutrient runoff. Together LMZs and aquatic 
plants are an effective treatment to filter out chemical pollutants, stabilize the banks, support more fish and 
attract other wildlife… keeping nature in balance.   
 
The P&P thanks our Board and the Rivendell community for their continued commitment and support for 
these actions being taken to keep our ponds healthy and productive. Installing LMZs and aquatic plantings 
are another significant step in our community’s journey toward responsible pond management.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

© 2020 Rivendell Ponds & Preserves Committee 

With safety protocols in place, your P&P team 
helped oversee the planting process.  

Frank Freestone, Ken Heckert, & Dave Gill 
– who spearheaded this effort. Thanks Team! 

> Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata) 

is best identified by spikes of attractive 
blue-purple flowers that erupt from a 

single stem beneath the water. 

< Duck Potato (Sagittaria latifolia) is 

a large broadleaf arrowhead. Its large 
leaves and conspicuous flowers make 

it easy to identify along our ponds. 

^Spike Rush (Eleocharis 
palustris) is charming plant 

that grows about 12" tall. The 
grass-like leaves are tipped 
with small seed heads and 
resembles a little hedgehog.  


