
 

 LIVE NEAR A POND?  PLEASE READ THIS!  
 

RCA Board Approves New Standing Rule  
For Mandatory Low Maintenance Zones (LMZs) 
By the Ponds & Preserves Committee                       4.10.2020 

 

The shorelines of all Rivendell stormwater ponds are community-owned 
property and are being subjected to erosion – made worse when turf 
grass is mowed to the edge of the pond. In an effort to slow the erosion 
on our 23 ponds, the Board approved a new Standing Rule requiring all 
homeowners adjacent to a pond to install a 3-foot LMZ around their pond in accordance with the 
community-standard. This means grass must not be mowed any closer than 3 feet from the pond edge – 
including those at homes bordering ponds and community-mowed shorelines.  
 
Maintenance of all LMZs shall be performed by the RCA landscape contractor, West Bay, in accordance 
with a specific Scope-of-Work. LMZs play a vital role in controlling erosion, thus they will be inspected 
regularly & enforced.  
 

If You Live Adjacent to a Pond - Here’s What You Need to Know  
 

 Homeowners bordering ponds who do not yet have voluntary LMZs in place will be required to allow 
the grass to grow on a 3-foot wide strip of turf bordering the pond. Homeowners who voluntarily 
installed a 6-foot LMZ are asked to cut it back to 3 feet, in anticipation of West Bay’s trimming in 
July. (As previously noted, this area is all on community-owned common ground.)  

 

 LMZs will be trimmed by the RCA community landscape contractor, West Bay, to a specific 
standard, on a regular schedule. Sincere effort will be made to achieve a “neat, uniform and 
manicured” appearance. This trimming will likely start in July.  Appearance will be similar to the 
“community-standard” LMZ at Egret Pond (across from the pool on Rivendell Blvd.). 

 

 P&P Committee members will work with residents to install flags and small “Do 
Not Mow” signs to clearly identify the LMZs for landscape contractors. P&P 
members will also help remove flags and signs once the LMZ is well-established.  

 

 Trimming of the LMZ will be done manually. West Bay will not mow any grass 
near the LMZs. Homeowners will continue to be responsible for maintaining the turf grass on the 
community common ground from their property line to the LMZ.  If the LMZ grows to a height above 
12” before July, homeowners are asked to have their landscaper trim the LMZ to 8” using a string 
trimmer (with care to avoid sending trimmings into the pond). 

 

 Once the LMZs are in place and being trimmed by West Bay, homeowners/residents shall not alter 
the LMZs at shorelines bordering their property.  

 
Please visit the website at www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds for more information. To review the 
Rivendell Standing Rules, visit: www.rivendellcommunity.com/documents 

 

Your Actions Make A 
Difference! 

 
Let’s All Do Our Part! 

 
 

~1.5 ft. drop 
“Benching” 

Do Not 

Mow! 


