
 
 

 

WILDLIFE WINDOW: The Dragonfly 
Often Under-appreciated – Yet Vital to Our Community  
Photo-story by the P&P Committee      
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Living in Rivendell, we are used to seeing magnificent birds, butterflies, 
mammals, and reptiles, however we must not ignore the beauty and 
value of the smaller, often unseen critters.  As our guest author, Dr. 
Lindsey Reisinger, mentioned, Dragonflies also play an important role in 
our ponds.   
 
In their larval stage, lasting up to two years, Dragonflies are predatory 
and eat just about anything—tadpoles, fish, other insect larvae and 
especially, mosquitoes. As adults, Dragonflies also help control the 
mosquito population - a single Dragonfly can eat 30 to hundreds of 
mosquitoes per day. Let’s learn more about these important insects:      Four spotted Pennant Dragonfly 

 

 Dragonflies (suborder Anisoptera) are heavy-bodied, strong-flying insects that hold their wings horizontally both 
in flight and at rest. Like all insects, an adult Dragonfly has three distinct segments, the head, thorax, and 
abdomen. Nearly all of the Dragonfly’s head is eye, so they have incredible vision that encompasses almost 
every angle except right behind them. 

 

 Dragonflies were some of the first winged insects to evolve, some 300 
million years ago. Modern dragonflies have wingspans of only two to five 
inches, but fossil Dragonflies have been found with wingspans of up to two 
feet. 
 

 Dragonflies are expert fliers, capable of migrating across the sea, moving 
in any direction, and changing direction suddenly. They can fly straight up 
and down, hover like a helicopter, and even mate mid-air. If they can’t fly, 
they’ll starve because they only eat prey they catch while flying. Large 
Dragonflies can reach flying speeds of over 30 miles per hour.  Many adult 
Dragonflies have brilliant iridescent or metallic colors produced by structural 
coloration, making them conspicuous in flight.  

Two Striped Force Tail Dragonfly 

 

 Superstitious?  Seeing a swarm of Dragonflies means rain is likely on 
the way. In some cultures, Dragonflies represent good luck or prosperity. 
So make a wish when you see a Dragonfly - it just might come true. 
Fishermen use them as an indicator of good fishing grounds too.  

 
Let’s work together to keep our ponds healthy to ensure the survival and 
vibrancy of all our wildlife friends – and especially the littlest critters, often 
below the surface. Vegetation, including submerged, floating, emergent, or 
waterside are very important to their habitats.  Adults may require emergent 
or waterside plants to use as perches; others may need specific submerged 
or floating plants on which to lay eggs.                         Neon Skimmer Dragonfly 

 
Visit the P&P website and Wildlife Photo Gallery to enjoy these and other amazing critters 
found in Rivendell. 
 
For Dragonflies and all our wildlife friends, let’s reduce excess chemicals going into our 
ponds. Please remember, do not apply fertilizer containing nitrogen or phosphorous from 
June 1 – Sept. 30. Click here for more information about Sarasota County’s fertilizer 
ban.  
 
 
(Thanks Bob Frank for these photos.)                © 2020 Rivendell Ponds & Preserves Committee  

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/Dragonfly_Dramas.html
https://www.rivendellcommunity.com/ponds
https://1302b445-ff55-f02a-f939-529c1f9a0154.filesusr.com/ugd/fdf0a3_211af2f71406412a8db253beaa035f57.pdf

