
 
 

WILDLIFE WINDOW: Wild Turkey & Turkey Vulture 
Definitely NOT for Thanksgiving 
Photo-story by the P&P Committee   

[Woodlands Word – November 2020]     10.9.20 

     
 
These very different birds have both been spotted around Rivendell. Although they share “turkey” in their 
name, they have very different characteristics. While you wouldn’t want to eat these “turkeys” you can 
still appreciate their presence and value in our neighborhood.  Let’s learn a bit about each of these large 
bird species.    
 
 
Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo): This upland ground 
bird is native to North America.  Adults have long reddish-
yellow to grayish-green legs. The body feathers are 
generally blackish and dark, sometimes grey brown overall 
with a coppery sheen that becomes more complex in males. 
They enjoy wooded areas especially with pine 
trees, oaks, and grasses. Wild turkeys are 
omnivorous, foraging on the ground or climbing 
shrubs and small trees to feed.  Despite their 
size, they are agile, fast fliers (unlike 
domesticated turkeys). 

  
 

 
 
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura): Perhaps not the prettiest bird, 
the Turkey Vulture (also known as “turkey buzzard”) plays an 
important role as a scavenger by feeding almost exclusively 
on dead animals or carrion (roadkill) – keeping roadways 
cleaner. Turkey vultures have reddish heads, a wingspan of 
about 70”, length of about 30” and weigh up to 5 lbs. They hold 
their wings in a slight "V" while soaring and are graceful flyers. 
You often seen them soaring overhead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Protect their Habitats Both species frequent our wetlands and preserve areas, which provide shelter 
while they nest and raise their young. Our not-so-pretty wildlife friends fill important roles in the food 
chain. Wild Turkeys help prevent overcrowding in the populations of smaller prey they feed on and 
provide food for higher order predators. Vultures are an essential part of nature’s self-cleaning system.  
 
By keeping our ponds and preserves healthy, more diverse wildlife is attracted to Rivendell.  We can 
enjoy their beauty and keep our property values strong.  We remind you to view the amazing wildlife 
photos on the P&P website and Wildlife Photo Gallery. 
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