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More ponds will be planted – how exciting! The next phase of 
aquatic plantings will begin on several Rivendell ponds in late 
June. These plantings, coordinated by the P&P, include three 
Florida native species - Duck Potato, Pickerelweed & Gulf 
Spikerush. These are hardy aquatic plants selected for their 
longer root systems and adaptability to our changing water 
levels. We have visible erosion and there is urgency 
associated with getting it under control. 
 
Installing the LMZs is only half of the erosion control plan… 
these beneficial aquatic plants are the very important other 
half. These plants soak up nutrients (fertilizer runoff and CO2), 
to reduce algae growth in the water and buffer wave erosion 
of the banks. Their roots also stabilize the banks and hold 
back the soil to mitigate further erosion.  Plus plants provide 
habitat cover for frogs, turtles, fish, birds, and other wildlife. Their flowers provide nectar to bees and 
butterflies and they give the lakes and ponds a healthier, natural look. They will be planted about 2-3 feet 
from shore, about a foot apart with 20-30 feet between clusters. Some plants may grow about a foot taller 
than the grasses in the LMZ. 
 
Pond plantings will be completed over the next year or two with a clear financial management plan in place. 
Plantings will start at Bobcat Lake, replacing the plants that died. From lessons learned last year, our pond 
vender will not spray algaecide or herbicides for 60 days after installation to allow the new plants to root 

well, giving them the best chance for strong growth. Residents should be 
aware there may be some visible build-up of algae in these ponds - this 
algae growth is expected and will be monitored closely. Chemical 
spraying does not remove everything and we will see algae clumps from 
time to time. Plus some species of algae (phytoplankton) and aquatic 
grasses (Macrophytes) are actually good for the ponds. As in the past, 
plantings include a 90-day warranty by the vendor and will be inspected.  
 
In addition to Bobcat Lake, we will be adding aquatic plants to several 
other lakes and ponds this summer. With budget and seasonal timing 
issues, plantings will be focused on ponds which are visible from the 
street.  Plantings will also be installed at Crane Pond (#10), Golden Pond 
(#20), Pine Pond (#19), Ibis Pond (#11), Placid Lake (#13), Eagle Lake 
(#14), Osprey Pond, (#7) and Egret Pond (#6).  The eventual goal is to 
have new plants on all Rivendell ponds – with budgets and optimal timing 
in mind. [Click map for larger image.] 

 
On behalf of the P&P Committee, we thank the entire community and 
our Board for their continued support and commitment to take action 
now to keep our ponds healthy and productive. The LMZs and these 
aquatic plantings are another important step in our community’s journey 
toward responsible pond management.  
 
 
 
The aquatic planting project is being overseen by Dave Gill,  
P&P Committee member and former Board member.  Thanks Dave! 
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