
 

Maintaining a Rivendell Low-Maintenance Zone (LMZ) 
By the Rivendell Ponds and Preserves Committee – Updated 12.9.19 

 

Installing Low-Maintenance Zones (LMZs) for Homeowners living adjacent to ponds are encouraged by 

the Board of Directors and are a key component of the Rivendell “Natural Shorelines” Program.  Note 

that all LMZs are all on community common ground.  Identical LMZs are being maintained by the 

community landscape contractor on community common areas on most pond shorelines not adjacent to 

homes. This effort began with the Egret Pond Pilot Project. 

 

 LMZs should be three feet wide and the full width of your property that borders the pond. This 

prevents heavy mowers from damaging the fragile banks.  

 

 The grass in the LMZ should be maintained to a height of 8-12 inches. This provides stabilization to 

the pond bank that will control erosion (taller grasses have deeper roots) and will reduce fertilizer 

runoff into the pond.  Nutrient-rich runoff contributes to the growth of unsightly algae.  Fewer 

nutrients going into the pond means the community can use fewer chemicals to control the algae – 

plus ponds are healthier for wildlife.    

 

The height of the LMZ can be maintained with a weed trimmer or a long-handled hedge trimmer.  

Commercial landscapers sometimes use an “articulated hedge trimmer,” which has a cutting head kept at 

an angle to the long handle and is operated much like a scythe. 

 Care should be taken to trim the LMZ to a “neat, uniform, and manicured appearance,” which is the 

goal of our community for these LMZs, Rivendell-wide. Their appearance matters. The LMZ at Egret 

Pond is the “community standard.” 
 

 Prevent clippings from entering the pond. Clippings in a pond decompose and release nutrients to that 

pond, contributing to unsightly algae. Take care to avoid cutting aquatic plantings in a pond. 
 

 If your property is maintained by a landscape contractor, you may wish to install stakes to define the 

width of the LMZ, until it is fully established. This helps communicate your specifications to the 

operators of mowers and trimmers. 
 

Please encourage your pond neighbors to install and maintain a Low-Maintenance Zone. The Rivendell 

“Natural Shorelines” Program will work best when all Rivendell residents, particularly those living 

adjacent to ponds, are able to support the program and do their part to contribute to this community-wide 

effort.  Your actions do make a difference!       


