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Alligators typically get a bad rap and cause irrational fear when 
seen in and around our ponds and wetlands at Rivendell.  
However, alligators are an important species for maintaining 
ecological diversity in wetlands.  By digging holes and leaving 
trails throughout marshes, they create habitats for fish and 
marine invertebrates. They are top predators on the food chain 
upon which the whole ecosystem relies, and keep aquatic 
animal populations in balance.  

Alligators are native only to China and the U.S. (American 
Alligator - A. mississippiensis). One of the oldest species on the 
planet, the American Alligator has existed on earth since 
150,000,000 BC to current - since the time of dinosaurs. They 
can grow very large - an average adult American alligator 

weighs 790 lbs., is 13 feet long and typically lives 35 to 50 years. Adult alligators are black or dark olive-brown with 
white undersides, while juveniles have strongly contrasting white or yellow marks which fade with age. Female 
alligators are great mothers - they protect their young for the first year of life. Although the alligator has a heavy body 
and a slow metabolism, it is capable of short bursts of speed, especially in very short lunges.  
 
We need to learn to live together with alligators as the widespread 
development of local communities consumes their native habitats. 
Keep children away from ponds and wetlands and all pets on a 
leash. We are so fortunate to share our natural spaces with our 
wildlife friends. Let’s enjoy, respect, and cherish our neighbors... 
of all kinds.   
 
A better understanding of the facts will help ensure that people 
and alligators coexist. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (state agency who manages alligator populations), 
reports on average, only seven unprovoked alligator bites per 
year are serious enough to require medical treatment. (By contrast, over 600 Floridians are hospitalized for dog bites 
each year.)  Don’t feed any alligator – it can become a nuisance and ultimately will be killed.  

 
Nuisance Alligator?  Contact Statewide Nuisance Alligator Program (SNAP) 
Generally, an alligator may be considered a nuisance if it is at least four feet in length and is 
believed to pose a threat to people, pets or property. If you have a concern about a nuisance 
alligator, do not contact the HOA or Lighthouse Management. All questions or concerns about an 
alligator in the community should be reported to SNAP at 866-FWC-GATOR or 866-392-4286. 
Alligators are a protected species under Florida law and SNAP has the authority to deal with any 
complaint. Click here to read FWC’s A Guide to Living with Alligators. 
 

Note: Be aware that nuisance alligators are killed, not relocated.  They are captured by licensed trappers - who 
receive a bounty for each animal, which is often sold. 
 
Visit the P&P website to enjoy these amazing reptiles in color.  Plus, click here to view the Wildlife Photo Gallery for 
more amazing colorful species in Rivendell.   

 

Special thanks to our wonderful nature photographers! 
 
Alligator mother and her babies.  
(Top-left photo by Bob Frank) 

  
A baby Alligator enjoying our Rivendell pond.  

(Top-right photo by Maggie Christie) 
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