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Special Meeting on 
Funding of Alleys

 Richard Weller, an attorney with Najmy Thom-
son, gave his opinion as to who should fund the 
repaving of the alleys behind some 55 homes in 
Rivendell.  Most of the houses own 50% of the 
alley behind their homes, but some own 100% 
and some own none. Although these houses are 
mostly located in The Villas, some of them are 
not. About 20% of the alleys are on community 
property, which includes the area behind the pool.
   After conducting a great deal of research into 
the history and geography of our community, as 
well as our documents, Mr. Weller came to the 
conclusion that the community association should 
pay for the repaving of the alleys. He gave the 
following reasons:

1 The alleys function as part of our storm 
water drainage system and as such, the 
Southwest Florida Water Management 
District (SWFWMD) will hold the commu-
nity, and not the individual homeowners, 
responsible if there is any flooding or other 
drainage problems in the alleys.

2 It would be unmanageable to hold each 
homeowner responsible for his/her portion 
of an alley. Upkeep and repairs might be 
inconsistent and thereby cause problems 
resulting in penalties to the community 
association.  

   In answer to homeowner questions, Mr. Weller 
stated that the builder should have addressed 
the maintenance of the alleys in our documents, 
but this was not done. He will submit a formal 
report to the Board, after which it will be posted 
to our website.

Highlights, May 1 
Board of Directors Meeting

By Carol Heckert, Reviewed by John Fitzgibbon
 Attending: Ray Capuano, Maureen Emmons, John Fitzgibbon, Larry 
Dobias, Beth Miller (Lighthouse)
 Manager’s Report: (Beth Miller)

• Audit completed.
• New contact forms forwarded to website.

 Treasurer’s Report: (Larry Dobias)
• $34,000 spent in April.  $123,000 spent year to date, out of 

$140,000 budgeted.
 Maintenance Committee: (Larry Dobias)

• Down payment made on fountain near the bridge.
• Pump house removed; area will be landscaped.
• 12 poles installed near ponds to hold No Fishing for Non-Residents’ 

signs. If non-residents are seen fishing, homeowners urged to take 
a photo of the car’s license plate and call the sheriff. The sheriff 
will issue a citation.

• Pool filters have been replaced. Pool temperature being maintained 
at 85–87 degrees.

• Approval sought and granted for:
1 Forestry at Rivendell Lake, $2,000
2 Landscaping pump house area, $1,800
3 Trimming at Village, Butterfly, Clear Creek, and Crescent Parks 

plus The Cottages, $17,700 by Green Topps
 Communications Committee: (John Fitzgibbon)

• Directories delivered by Block Captains; document sections elim-
inated this year. Notify Cindy Schmidl if you did not receive your 
directory.

• Cindy Schmidl has resigned as Block Captain Coordinator; ex-
panded role of Block Captains under consideration.

• Cottages’ issues and an Events Calendar will be in the Woodlands 
Word each month.

• Template created for Rivendell logo by Sue and Paul Remy.
Ponds & Preserves: (Frank Freestone)
• ASI will install aquatic plants at Egret and Bobcat Ponds.
• Low maintenance zone around Egret Pond was trimmed to com-

munity standard height.
• Wildfire risk mitigation being planned with Scherer State Park.
• Question as to whether low maintenance zones should be main-

tained by homeowners or the community.
 Social Committee: (Carolyn Kenney)

• Ice cream social at Crescent Park on May 20. Approved.
• Social Committee will submit a budget for 2020.
New Business:
• Paint palette and ARC Guidelines will be updated.
• Next Board meeting on June 5, 2019.

Flag Day
                   June 14th

Fly your flag with pride!



2 June 2019  - The Woodlands Word

Highlights of the May 1 Board Meetings .....................1
Special Meeting on Funding Repaving Alleys ............1
Gauguin’s Paradise at Selby Gardens .......................2
Savor Sarasota June 1 thru June 14 ..........................2
Rivendell Calendar for June 2019 ..............................3
Tropical Storm Names ................................................3
Volunteer Day at The Cottages: a Huge Success ......3
The Cottages Celebrate 145th Kentucky Derby .........5
Ponds and Preserves .................................................6
Did You Know .............................................................8
Maintenance Committee Report .................................8
Pump House Gone .....................................................8
Residents Helping Residents .....................................9
Lion’s Tail ..................................................................10
Book Group Schedule ..............................................12
Architectural Review Report .....................................13
Adult Learning Opportunities ....................................14
Rivendell Community Contacts ................................15

 The Annual Savor Sarasota Restau-
rant Event will begin on Saturday, June 
1 and run through Friday, June 14, 
2019. This dining event features multi-
course menus at $16 per person for 
lunch and/or $32 per person for dinner.
 The website provides a list of par-
ticipating restaurants and menus. The 

website allows you to search the list by type of food and 
also by general location. Do check the website frequently as 
restaurants are added to the list and to determine if either or 
both lunch and dinner are available for a particular restaurant. 
https://www.visitsarasota.com/savor-sarasota/restaurants
 A few of the participating restaurants include Alpine Steak-
house, Blue Rooster, Bonefish Grill in Venice, Bravo Coastal 
Bar & Kitchen, Brio Tuscan Grille, Capital Grille, Captain 
Brian’s Seafood Market and Restaurant, Cassariano Italian 
Eatery, C’est la Vie, Chaz 51 Bistro, Crab & Fin, Crow’s Nest 
Marina Restaurant, Duval's Fresh Local Seafood, Evoq @ 
The Westin, Farlow’s on the Water in Englewood, Hyde Park 
Prime Steakhouse, Michael's On East, Paris Bistrot, Pacific 
Rim Restaurant, Rodizio Grill, Ruth’s Chris Steak House, 
Selva Grill, Shore, The Bistro at 
The Concessions Golf Club, The 
Melting Pot, and The Rosemary.

Gauguin: Voyage to Paradise Exhibit 
at Selby Botanical Gardens

Excerpted: selby.org/events/event/
gauguin-voyage-to-paradise 

 Gauguin: Voyage to Paradise Exhibit opened Feb. 10, 2019, 
at the Selby Gardens and will be on view through June 30, 
2019.
 This exhibition highlights the essential role of botanicals 
in achieving Gauguin’s vision of the exotic. Together with 
lush displays of tropical plants in the conservatory and gar-
dens, Gauguin: Voyage to Paradise features ten of the 
artist’s original dramatic woodcut prints and wood engravings, 
photographs showcasing Tahiti during the time of his travels, 
historic maps as well as visual materials that shaped his work.
 Visitors can wander through the conservatory featuring dug-
out canoes to complement the imagery of Tahiti. The gardens 
are in bloom, and the Payne Mansion contains the original 
woodcut prints. Various cultural performances, special events, 
classes, and lectures have been part of the exhibition.
 For information call 941-366-5731 or visit www.selby.org. 
The Selby is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Additional ticket 
costs will apply to Related Events, Lectures, and Classes.
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 RIVENDELL EVENTS CALENDAR - JUNE 2019
By Lesley Sterling

June 5. Board of Directors Meeting 4:30 pm at OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH, 2705 N Tamiami Trail, Nokomis.

June 6. Bridge Group meets 1:00 – 4:00 pm. Contact Deb Jones at 517-515-4994 for more information.

June 8. Dining In Group meets the second Saturday of the month. For more information contact Kristin Ellison at kristinelli-
son1@gmail.com. 

June 10. Rivendell Book Group meets the second Monday of the month at 7:30 pm. This month’s event will be held at 1064 
Mallard Marsh Drive. Please contact Lesley Sterling at 703-919-0744 or lesley.sterling@yahoo.com to attend. To learn more, 
please go to page 12 of this newsletter.

June 15.Dining Out Group meets the third Saturday of the month. For more information contact Kristin Ellison at kristinelli-
son1@gmail.com.

June 20. Bridge Group meets 1:00 – 4:00 pm. Contact Deb Jones at 517-515-4994 for more information.

June 25. Architectural Review Committee (ARC) meets the last Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm at the Cottages Clubhouse. 
Contact Maureen Emmons at mauremmons@ymail.com.

June 26. Maintenance Committee meets the last Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm at the Cottages Clubhouse.  
Contact Larry Dobias at dobiasle@gmail.com for more information. 

June 27. Communications Committee meets the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at 699 Rivendell Blvd. For more 
information contact Barb Garhy at 941-586-3936 or barbgarhy@gmail.com.  

2019 Atlantic Basin 
Tropical Storm Names  
National Hurricane Center

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutnames.shtml
 The World Meteorological Organization names tropical 
storms in alphabetical order. Only twenty-one letters of the 
English alphabet are in use, so none of the names start with 
less common letters like Q. In the event that more than twen-
ty-one named tropical storms occur in the Atlantic in a season, 
additional storms will take names from the Greek alphabet 
(Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and so on). Storms in another 
part of the world have different names. 

2019 Atlantic Basin Tropical Storm Names
Andrea
Barry
Chantal
Dorian
Erin
Fernand
Gabrielle
Humberto
Imelda
Jerry
Karen

Lorenzo
Melissa
Nestor
Olga
Pablo
Rebekah
Sebastien
Tanya
Van
Wendy

Volunteer Day at the Cottages: 
a Huge Success!

 On Monday, April 15th, twenty Cottages’ residents turned 
out on “Volunteer Day” to do spring cleanup at the clubhouse, 
pool and surrounding area. The amount of work accomplished 
was simply amazing, including power washing and repairing 
the clubhouse, pool fencing and deck; cleaning and repair-
ing pool furniture and the inside of the clubhouse; cleaning 
and organizing the kitchen, library and storage areas. The 
teamwork and community spirit was evident throughout the 
day as everyone worked together, restoring the beauty of 
our community center to one we can be proud of and enjoy. 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped to make this such a 
huge success!  

The Cottages Board
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A Friendly Giant

savethemanatee.org
Photo © Patrick M.Rose

Adopt a Real Manatee

For Dad

This Father’s Day
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The Cottages Celebrate the 145th Kentucky Derby in Fashion!
By Pat Southwick 

 Ladies wearing their “Southern belle” inspired hats and gentlemen 
in their spring-colored suits and ties turned out for The Cottages Third 
Annual Kentucky Derby party held at the clubhouse on Saturday, May 
4th. Everyone brought drinks, an appetizer or dessert to share, so 
there were plenty of great food choices. Besides watching the race on 
a large TV screen, there was a Derby Trivia game, a best hat contest 
for both women and men, 50/50 and, of course, a chance to bet on 
the race. All winners received special and appropriate prizes. The 
party was well attended and there was a lot of light-hearted fun, 
many pictures taken and enjoyable socializing. The outcome of the 
race also made our evening a bit more interesting! 
 A special thanks to our neighbors Joan Collins and Rosemary 
Haley, who planned the successful and special evening, and to Deb 
Holten-Smith for the beautiful pictures that captured the fashion 
highlights and excitement of the event.

Rosemary and Joan, 
organizers

Deb and Chris

Bob and Jenny

Clair and Linda

Jim and Julie John and Jan

Hugh and son-in-law
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What is a “Littoral Zone,” a “Low-Maintenance Zone,” 
and a “Fertilizer-free Zone”? 

By the Ponds and Preserves Committee
 Are you “Zoned” Out? One of the key roles of the Ponds and Preserves Committee is to inform and educate our com-
munity about Rivendell’s rich wetlands and the actions being taken to control erosion and keep them vibrant and attractive 
to wildlife. This article clarifies the roles of the three zones on the shores of our ponds.

 Back in the day, before development, Florida was 
covered with extensive wetlands, including small 
ponds and areas that we now designate as preserves. 
Our system of ponds and preserves, including our 
choices for how they are managed, is intended to re-
place some of the storm water management functions 
of the original landscape. These elements also help 
to compensate for the impervious surfaces (roofs, 
driveways, roads, etc.) and landscaping practices of 
our community that change the character and quality 
of rainfall runoff that moves over the landscape. 
 Recent Woodlands Word articles have explored 
how our ponds are integrated into a storm water sys-
tem and have shown that what we put on our lawns 
can end up in our ponds. All three zones work together 
to play a critical role in controlling both nutrient runoff 
and pond shoreline erosion. (Image adapted from 
Sarasota County’s fertilizer ordinance brochure.)

What is this Zone? What role does it play?

Littoral Zone
This is the shallow area or shelf in the water 
around the edge of the pond. This zone is 
most effective when covered with specific 
aquatic plants. 

The littoral zone’s depth is shallow, allowing the growth of 
rooted, emergent aquatic plants that support immature ani-
mals, providing a food source and breeding habitat for fish. 
Taller aquatic plants with deeper root systems also contribute 
to control of both nutrient runoff and erosion.

Low-Maintenance Zone (LMZ)
It’s a six-foot no-mow area from the water-
line up the pond bank. Heavy machinery 
used for mowing and pond maintenance is 
excluded from the LMZ to reduce shoreline 
damage leading to erosion.  

In a Low-Maintenance Zone (LMZ), grasses and plants are 
allowed to grow taller and have longer root systems to absorb 
excess nutrients from runoff, stabilize the bank and reduce 
shoreline erosion.

Fertilizer-free Zone 
This area is on the pond bank within ten 
feet of the shoreline - on which application 
of fertilizer is prohibited by Sarasota County 
Ordinance.

Sarasota County’s fertilizer ordinance specifies that application 
of fertilizer containing nitrogen or phosphorous is prohibited 
between June 1 and September 30. For more information see: 
“What you need to know about Sarasota County’s Fertilizer 
and Landscape Management Code”

 The Ponds and Preserves Committee has created the go-to place for news, information and up-
dates about their activities and how they benefit our community.  

√ Visit www.rivendellcommunity.com
√ On the home page, scroll down and click on the Ponds and Preserves program logo. 
√ Review the articles and click on the one you desire. You can also print any article. 

Online? Click to reach this webpage directly: Rivendell Ponds & Preserves website

Have You Checked out Your New Website? 
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CodeRED
www.scgov.net/utilities/pages/codered.aspx

Register for free emergency notification services at 
www.scgov.net or call 941-861-5000

How: Click on the CodeRED Registration link at the bottom of 
the page under Emergency Services. Enter first and last 
name, address, and primary phone numbers. Then select 
the types of alerts including the CodeRED weather warning 
service for tornadoes, flash floods, and/or severe thunder-
storms. If previously registered you will need to re-register 
for the new CodeRED weather warning alerts.
It delivers a recorded message describing the situation 
and any instructions for immediate or future action. The 
message will play when answered by a person or an an-
swering machine and makes three attempts to connect to 
each number. If you opt in for text message and/or email 
alerts, those will also be sent.

CodeRED Registration: The following information is required
for registration into the CodeRED system at https://public.
coderedweb.com/cne/en-US/8F1CFDD0CA9A:
• First & last name; physical address; city; state; zip code; 
and cell and/or land-based number(s).
• You may also register an email address and opt to re-
ceive email and/or text messages.

Privacy: Contact information remains private and only used
for critical communications.

Uses: The CodeRED system will be used for public health, 
safety, and wellness such as:
• Drinking water contamination, water or sewer interrup-
tions, extended utility outages, evacuation notice and route, 
major traffic detours, missing person, fires, floods, bomb 
threat, hostage situation, chemical spill or gas leak, etc.
• The opt-in weather warning service will automatically 
notify those registered of tornado, flash flood, and severe 
thunderstorm voice alert warnings after the National Weath-
er Service issues an alert.

Frontier Communications, formerly known as Verizon,
provides published and unpublished land-based telephone 
numbers for EMERGENCY USE ONLY. By default, these 
numbers will be in the CodeRED system. 
You will not receive a notification call if you have any of 
the following situations:

• Your phone service is not provided by Frontier Commu-
nications (including Verizon cellular service).
• You reside or work in a building complex where there is 
a master switch for an internal phone system.
• You only have a cellular phone, including all wireless 
carriers.
• You have a telephone answering system that does any 
of the following: Does not record messages that have a 
pause in the greeting. Does not record messages that 
require the caller to press any key to hear the message. 
Does not record automated messages. Or does not record 
messages from unknown callers or toll free numbers.

Mobile Alert Link: This link allows residents and business/
property owners to download the CodeRED Mobile Alert 
application: http://ecnetwork.com/mobile/getitnow.html

Need Help? Email countycontactcenter@scgov.net or call 
941-861-5000

2017 Small Business of the Year

ContemporaryHearing.com

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA
Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Amazing, 
Spectacular,
Brand New

 We hear the HYPE. This is the latest, greatest, most 
spectacular! And like you, we have heard this hype so 
many times that our first reaction is….REALLY?
 So, we take the extra step to try the new hearing aids 
and accessories to ensure we are offering you quality 
solutions to your hearing challenges.
 One manufacturer is not pleased with our dedication 
to offer the best. And here is why:
 We have three major manufacturers who offer TV 
streamers. We now only offer two TV streamer options.
 We stopped carrying one because it doesn’t link well, 
and it doesn’t stay linked with clarity. The hearing aids 
that use this TV streamer are fine, and we still carry the 
aids. The TV streamer is not as good of a quality as the 
other two. So, we sent these TV streamers back to the 
manufacturer.
 The manufacturer representatives are still friendly 
with us, but they are not giving us the HYPE since they 
now know, we don’t trust the HYPE, we will put it through 
the test.
 One of our clients said it was like having a Consumer 
Report focused on hearing aids right here in Venice. We 
agree.
 After spending one hour evaluating your current hear-
ing, you can try devices fit just for you. They will be pro-
grammed to enable you to hear speech in your lifestyle. 
Then you wear the aids in your lifestyle. Wear them out 
to dinner, over to your friends, while out running errands, 
doing what you do every day as part of your lifestyle.
 If you are not confident, we will review the program, 
make adjustments. and reach your level of confidence.
 We are here to enhance your confidence with hear-
ing. Call us, 244-9300, schedule an evaluation and let’s 
get your input into how new technology is working for 
you.
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Did You Know...?
DS Franks

By Larry Dobias
 The ponds of Rivendell are a highly engineered system 
of ponds and drains designed to control storm water flow 
and prevent flooding. The ponds were established by the 
developer under permit from the South West Florida Water 
Management District (SWFWMD). Under this permit, the pond 
system has to be inspected every five years by an indepen-
dent engineering firm with history and experience in flood 
control. The firm hired for the inspection this year, as in the 
past, was DS Franks. Their charge is to inspect the weirs and 
flow-through structures, found in the ponds and at the edge of 
preserves, for structural integrity and obstructions that would 
alter or prevent the flow of water. The ponds are inter-connect-
ed and the ability to move water out of the community during 
the rainy season is critical to flood prevention. The inspection 
of the Rivendell ponds was conducted on March 26th and 
the system was judged to meet all the criteria established by 
SWFWMD. A report has been sent to the community and to 
SWFWMD indicating the flood control system in Rivendell 
passed inspection and is good for another five years.

Maintenance Committee Meeting, 
April 24th

By Larry Dobias, Board Liaison
 1. The engineering firm, DG Franks, finalized the inspection 
of the Ponds and sent the report to the community and South-
west Florida Water Management District, SWFWMD.  Riven-
dell meets all the requirements within the SWFWMD permit 
and has passed this inspection.
 2. No trespassing signs have been installed in pond areas 
that have been subject to non-residents fishing.
 3. The Greentopps proposal for Park cleanup was approved.
 4. Quotes have been obtained from Healthy Pools on re-
configuring the pool chemical storage and quotes have been 
solicited for a protective fence.
 5. West Bay submitted a quote for a landscaping proposal 
at the irrigation station at the Cottages and quotes requested 
for a security fence.
 6. Dead plants at the islands and entrance to the community 
have been removed and replaced.

 For years the pump house near the Cottages has been 
a subject of discussion and a bit of an eyesore for some in 
the community. Most had no idea what the structure was all 
about and many probably never noticed. The shed was built 
originally to house an irrigation pump that took water from 
Rivendell Pond to irrigate common ground from the Old Venice 
Road entrance to Rainbow Point Park. Nearly ten years ago, 
the pump was replaced with a submersible pump placed in 
the lake. When that happened, the pump house and all the 
original equipment became obsolete.
 Recently, Water Technologies was contracted to remove the 
shed, the old pump and pressure tanks, and any associated 
hardware. The irrigation plumbing was dug up and new lines 
were installed with industrial grade transition valves. The 
pump was taken out of the lake for maintenance and the 
lines feeding the irrigation were replaced with high-density 
polyethylene. The palms and shrubs surrounding the pump 
house were removed to eliminate the impact that root sys-
tems have on the piping. The wiring in the breaker box was 
reviewed and simplified. The cost of this project was $14,140 
taken from reserves. 
 There are hedges and sod to be planted to finish the project.

Pump House Gone!
By Larry Dobias

Old Pump House ~ photo by Nancy Dobias
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Rivendell Residents
Please send your name, phone number, and a description of the service you can provide to other Rivendell residents. 

Email your information to Marilyn at marilynprobert@gmail.com

RESIDENTS HELPING RESIDENTS
  CAVALIER KING CHARLES OWNERS! Do you have 
a well-mannered, potty-trained Cavalier and would like to 
reciprocate sitting services while away, or use in case of 
emergency? Must be current on all shots & flea/ heartworm 
protected. No monies involved, just assurance that our 
babies are taken care of & loved. Apollo would love to have 
a new friend. Call Anita at 941-321-0452.
 CERTIFIED HEALTH COACHES: Dr. Maggi Verhagen 
& Deb Holton-Smith RN BSN offer “solutions to optimal 
health” with their simple 5 + 1 program. Join the BeSLIM Club 
plan with our portion-controlled meals and lose an average 
of 10 lbs per month. Our coaching is FREE. Call to see if 
this is a good fit for you! Better Together, Neighbors!!! For 
consult call Deb at 845-661-9883 or email for information 
GetSLIM@Holton-Smith.com   
 COMPUTER REPAIR AND INSTRUCTION PLUS 
OTHER HOME ELECTRONICS (TABLETS, SMART 
PHONES, TV, Etc): I have been providing computer 
services to Rivendell and the surrounding neighborhoods for 
6+ years! For Rivendell and Willowbend residents I offer a 
special $20 an hour rate. I also offer a flat charge for any 
computer virus repair taking over two hours. I am a Rivendell 
resident with 35+ years computer & home automation 
experience. Call Gary Mruz 941-786- 6019 or email gary.
mruz@gmail.com
 COMPUTER REPAIR, TECH SUPPORT, AND 
TECHNOLOGY TUTOR: Setup-Build-Troubleshoot-Repair 
all your technology needs including virus removal, home 
technology installations and computer equipment. Learn 
more about all your devices. I have been a Rivendell resident 
for 12 years, attended Pine View School, and graduated 
UCF with a degree in Information Technology. For Rivendell 
residents only, my fee is $25 per hour. Contact: Ben 
McClannahan Cell: 727-410-2413 Email: Bmcclann04@
gmail.com 
 HOUSE PAINTING, HANDYMAN WORK, & HOME 
WATCH SERVICES: Rivendell resident with 30 years of 
experience enjoys assisting neighbors with economical, 
meticulous, professional quality house painting - interior & 
exterior. Also help with general home upkeep - light electrical, 
plumbing & carpentry jobs, etc. Are you a snowbird or 
landlord? I can watch your home or help with rental upkeep 
(home detailing & deep cleaning for move-ins or move-
outs). References provided upon request. Call Charles 
Tanguy: 941-539-5647 or email ctanguy@verizon.net 
 IS YOUR LAMPPOST LIGHT STAYING ON or NOT 
LIGHTING AT ALL? Rivendell resident Bill Bloom will 
repair your problem. Replacing a sensor is $45 and includes 
all parts, labor, and cleaning. Replacing a burned-out bulb 
is $18 and includes a new bulb and cleaning. Call 941-587-
8439.
 LUNA RESTORE: For pool/lanai deck restoration and 
staining, interior/exterior painting, and “fix-it” projects to 
update and improve the appearance of your home, contact 
Vic at LUNA RESTORE 941-735-2324.

  MATHEMATICS TUTORING: Calculus & Statistics, 
specializing in AP. Retired math teacher with 30+ years in 
public & private schools. Rivendell resident. Your home or 
ours! Multiple student discount available. Ref: Who’s Who 
in American Education, NJ Governor’s Teacher Award. Call 
Carol: 941-866-0270 or email gdontheroad@yahoo.com
 PERSONAL WELLNESS COACH, PERSONAL 
TRAINER, PILATES AND YOGA INSTRUCTOR: Kelly 
McClannahan is a Rivendell resident since 2004. She 
is a certified Health Coach with the Dr. Sears Wellness 
Institute and a Certified Personal Trainer through NASM. I 
offer several tiers of coaching including nutritional coaching 
in which I will teach you simple changes you can make 
nutritionally for better health and weight loss. In addition, if 
you’d like to add fitness, we can group or personal train. I 
also offer cabinet makeovers and healthy cooking lessons 
in your home. Call me for information and details: 727-423-
8208 or email kellymcclannahan@yahoo.com
 PET SITTER, HOUSE SITTER: An adult resident of 
Rivendell for 15 years, I love cats, dogs, birds, & bunnies. 
Also very qualified to take care of your home while you are 
away. A dependable daily (for pets), bi-weekly, weekly, or 
monthly visit can be scheduled. Or I can stay at your home. 
My experience & references provide peace of mind that your 
pets and/or house are being well cared for. Call Carolanne 
Haddock at 941-539-6176.
 PET SITTER SERVICE, HOUSE SITTER SERVICE: 
Rivendell resident and Pine View high school student 
who loves pets and has previous experience walking 
neighbors’ dogs, will walk your dogs and care for any of your 
pets. As well, she can visit and care for your home daily 
or weekly to carry out chores such as water plants, check 
and send home updates while you are away etc. Have 
references. Please call Erica at (941) 786-8478.
 POOL MAINTENANCE: Leslie Casanova, Rivendell 
resident, is the owner of a Pool Maintenance and Service 
company, Kraken Pool Service Inc., which services over 
140 customers in the area. We offer full service weekly pool 
maintenance & bi-weekly programs. For Rivendell residents 
only, we offer a special price of $39 for the first month of 
service to new customers. There are different options for 
service starting at $57 per month. Please call 941-993-5548 
or email info@krakenpools.com
 TRAVEL SERVICES - Tired of fighting the internet and 
wasting hours researching your own trip components?  After 
over 30 years in the travel industry, I have purchased a 
Cruise Planners - American Express franchise and am now 
a full service “no fee” travel agency, operating out of my 
home here in Rivendell. Please check out my website www.
angelltoursandcruises.com where you can search various 
cruises and tours to your heart’s content. For Rivendell 
residents only:  I will waive my “New Client Upfront Deposit” 
requirement of $100.00 to plan your trip.  Just send an email 
to mary.angell@cruiseplanners.com, and in the subject 
line show “add me to your database”, to start receiving 
Cruise Planners’ specials as they’re released.  Mary Angell 
941-918-1990.
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Lion’s Tail
  Propagation: Often grown from seed, 
but can be started from softwood cuttings in 
spring or summer.
  Usage: Use in a mixed shrub border or 
butterfly garden. It is a striking plant in bloom, 
and looks good in a mass or grouped with 
other butterfly-attracting shrubs like bottle-
brushes and butterfly bush. 
  Features: A hard freeze will upset it, but 
it comes back easily. Lion’s tail will bloom 
off and on all year. The best time to prune 
is after stems of blooms have turned brown. 
Cut back that stem to the crown of plant or a 
little less. When trimming, notice the seeds in 
the tiny bloom cups - turn them upside down 
and shake out the seeds. Just plant them 
directly in the soil - moist soil and in the sun 
and several feet 

away from the original plant. This 
shrub does not like to be crowd-
ed and it looks its best when 
not crowded. When cutting this 
shrub and handling seeds, wear 
gloves. Nothing is poisonous, 
but skin may be irritated, and the 
stems have sharp edges.

Common Names: lion's tail, lion's ear, wild 
dagga,
Family: Lamiaceae/Labiatae (mint Family); 
Leonotis ocymifolia
 Description: This South African shrub 
is so named because the tufts of bloom 
resemble the tip of a lion's tail. Bees and 
butterflies love it and once established it is 
easy care and needs only good balanced 
fertilizer in the spring. 
 Lion's tail is a semi-woody shrub that 
grows to 5 feet tall and almost as wide. Li-
on's tail has straight stems that bear clusters 
of orange-red, tubular flowers from summer 
until early winter. Each flower is about 2 
inches long and the rounded clusters about 
4 inches across. The clusters are arranged 
on the stems one above another. The flow-
ers are fuzzy on the outside of the tube. Like most mints, lion's 
tail has opposite leaves and the non-woody new growth has 
stems that are square in cross section. 
 Culture: Light: Full sun. Moisture: Once established, it is 
drought and salt tolerant. Do not over-water. Hardiness: USDA 
Zones 9 - 11. Do prune to encourage more flowering stems. It 
can be pruned back heavily if needed. It occurs in subtropical 
areas world wide, including most of Florida.

Lion's tail makes a striking 
addition to the garden that is 

appreciated by hummingbirds and 
butterflies.
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The Rivendell Community Web Site 
is available at

WWW.RIVENDELLCOMMUNITY.COM

Please contact Lighthouse Property 
Management for the password to the 

RESIDENTS / INFORMATION section.

A big “Thank You” to all the block 
captains for their work in delivering 

the 2019 Rivendell directories.

Robert Axiom, Roz and Mike Bergman, 
Douglas Burkard, Marge Chicatelli, 

Cathy Daignault, Greg Darron, 
Maureen Emmons, John Fitzgibbon, 

Arline Flourney, David Gill, Janet Hall, 
Sally Hawkins, Carol and Ken Heckert, 

Jonas Meyer, Rachel North, Glenys 
Oldham, Fred Rhines, Janet Romig, 

Mirinda Roy, Kathi Schneider, 
Nancy and Michael Stoll, Diane Tomer, 

Barbara Valdahl, Nancy Wettlaufer
 and Deborah Yohn.

A special “Thank You” to Cindy Schmidl.  
Cindy is stepping down as block captain 

leader after many years of
dedication and hard work.

The Communications Committee is seeking 
volunteers to help write content for the 

Woodlands Word newsletter. 

Articles on restaurant reviews, neighborhood 
news, resident interviews and places of 
interest in the area are a few examples.  

If you are interested in joining the 
Communications Committee contact 

Barb Gahry at barbgahry@gmail.com

Protect yourself f om the sun....

Don’t forget your sunscreen and sunglasses
!
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Book Group Schedule
by Pam Babbitt 

 The Book Group will meet June 10, at 
Lesley Sterling’s home, 1064 Mallard Marsh 
Drive. Please call Lesley at 703-919-0744 
if you plan to attend. The book selection is 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate.
 This Book Group meets on the second 
Monday of the month at 7:30pm. All Riven-

dell residents are welcome; please notify the month’s hostess 
if you plan to participate. Following is the future schedule:
 July 8: A Paris Apartment by Michelle Gable 
 August 12: A Woman in the Window by A J Finn
 September 9: The Great Alone by Kristin Hannahle 

Join 481 of your fellow Rivendell 
Residents on the NEXTDOOR social 

network www.nextdoor.com 

Are you seeking a service provider 
recommendation? Do you have an item 

to sell? Do you have any questions about 
Rivendell or other topics residents can 

help with? 

Nextdoor is the world’s largest 
social network for the neighborhood. 

Nextdoor enables truly local 
conversations that empower neighbors 

to build stronger and safer communities.

Hurricane Season
is here!
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Architectural Review Committee Report, April 30, 2019
NEW TIME: 4:30 PM

Meeting called to order 4:35 PM
Quorum present: Neil Agruss, John Greco, Susan Lanza, Richard Jurick, Alex Castro, 4:50pm- Ray Capuano  
Board Member: Maureen Emmons, Acting Chair

Request Address Assigned To Second Status

1 Repair pool cage 745 Fordingbridge Way Susan Lanza Richard Jurick Approved a

2 House paint – palette 1026 Scherer Way Richard Jurick Alex Castro Approved

3 Pavers to pool bath 1046 Scherer Way John Greco Alex Castro Approved

4 Garage lights 1046 Scherer Way John Greco Susan Lanza Approved

5 Storm shutters 1046 Scherer Way John Greco Neil Agruss Approved

6 Add sod to plant beds 1010 Oak Preserve Alex Castro Susan Lanza Approved

7 House paint - palette 638 Rivendell Blvd Richard Jurick Alex Castro Approved

8 Remove windows and block 1185 Lost Creek Neil Agruss Richard Jurick Approved

9 Paint front door 1185 Lost Creek Neil Agruss Susan Lanza Approved

10 Roof 807 Shadow Bay Way Richard Jurick Alex Castro Approved

11 House paint 819 Golden Pond Richard Jurick John Greco Approved

12 House paint 1065 Mallard Marsh John Greco Alex Castro Approved

13 House paint 965 Scherer Way Susan Lanza Richard Jurick Approved

14 Remove tree 965 Scherer Way Susan Lanza Richard Jurick Approved

15 Pool screen 753 Placid Lake John Greco Susan Lanza Approved

16 Storm door 540 Meadow Sweet Alex Castro John Greco Approved

17 Lanai cage 1184 Mallard Marsh b

**Paint Palette additions
a. Pool cage must be repainted bronze
b. Maureen Emmons Contacting Absolute Aluminum for plans

Board of Directors to discuss Paint Palette at meeting on May 1st.  Maureen Emmons to contact Sherwin Williams to suggest 
color combinations that comply with original color requirements.  Meeting adjourned 5:25 PM.
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Adult and Community Education Center: The Adult and 
Community Education Center provides classes in Art Appre-
ciation, Crafts, Dance, Drawing, Sports, Picture Matting & 
Framing, Music Appreciation, Painting, Photography, Sculp-
ture, Theater, Literature, Environmental, Self-Improvement, 
Cuisine, History, Foreign Language, Digital Photo, Smart 
Phones, and Computers. www.sarasotacountyschools.net/
schools/ace  

John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art: The Museum 
offers “Gallery Walk & Talk” sessions, formal lectures, and 
multi day programs that focus on the Museum’s collections as 
well as traveling exhibitions. The docent corps is an additional 
opportunity by providing ongoing training to these individuals 
who provide visitors with a personal link to the Ringling expe-
rience. www.ringling.org/education-center  

Pierian Spring Academy: Pierian Spring Academy has 
merged with the Ringling College of Continuing Studies and 
will be incorporated into the department called the Ringling 
College Lifelong Learning Academy (RCLLA).

Ringling College Lifelong Learning Academy: RCLLA. 
offers a broad spectrum of topics including Culture, Travel, 
Science, Fine Arts, Politics, History, Languages, Philosophy, 
Practical Arts, Literary and Performing Arts. www://rclla.org  

Ringling School of Art and Design: Ringling School’s 
Continuing Studies offers non-credit classes and workshops 
in art studio, design, computer arts, and history. Certificate 
Programs as well as Pre-College Perspective, Visiting Artist 
Workshops, Art Travel, and Retreats are available. C.E.U’s 
are available for recertification requirements in several 
professional fields. www.ringling.edu/ContinuingStudies  

Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning: The Sarasota 
Institute of Lifetime Learning (SILL) offers a series of 
lectures in various disciplines January through March in the 
following areas: Music; Arts and Humanities; Contemporary 
Public Issues; International Challenges; and International 
Affairs Seminars. Lectures are also held in Venice. Prices 
are minimal. http://sillsarasota.org

Sarasota County Libraries www.sclibs.net  All Sarasota 
County Libraries offer informational and cultural programs, 
discussion groups, and displays for the public. Offerings 
vary from library to library. Events are listed in newspapers, 
website, and at libraries.

Sarasota County Parks and Recreation: www.scgov.net/
government/parks-recreation-natural-resources/things-to-
do  Sarasota County Parks & Recreation offers a wide range 
of educational and leisure activities at our many recreation 
centers and parks for all ages ranging from informational to 
fitness to music to nature activities.

Adult Learning Opportunities
State College of Florida Venice: Corporate and 
Community Development (CCD), provides quality learning 
through noncredit continuing education, community services 
and credit-related activities. Course offerings and Online 
opportunities are based upon the interests and needs of the 
community. Schedules and locations vary each term. www.
scf.edu/AboutSCF/Locations/SCFVenice/default.asp

University of Florida/IFAS - Sarasota County Extension: 
The Sarasota County Extension Service provides practical 
education and information services in: Integrated Agricultural 
Management, Environment & Natural Resources, 
Horticulture, Family & Consumer Sciences, 4-H/Youth 
Development, Florida House Learning Center, Sustainability, 
and Community Gardens Projects. www.sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/

sarasota   

Happy Father’s Day
June 16th
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Rivendell Community Contacts 

Committees 
 

Communication Committee  
Chair: Barb Gahry (barbgahry@gmail.com) 
    Board Liaison: John Fitzgibbon 
    Block Captains Lead: Mitzi Bruck 
    Newsletter: Linda Pearlstein, Marilyn Probert, 
    Kay Mruz, Carol Heckert, Norma Lee Rhines 
    Directory: Kay Mruz 
    Reporters:  Mike Bergman, 
    Lesley Sterling 
    Webmaster: Gary Mruz 
 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
Chair: Maureen Emmons (mauremmons@ymail.com) 
    Board Liaison: Maureen Emmons   
    (mauremmons@ymail.com) 
    Members: Neil Agruss Alex Castro, Richard Jurik,  
    Susan Lanza, John Greco 
 
Maintenance Committee (MC) 
Chair: OPEN 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 
    Members: Dave Gill, Carole Myles, Ken Heckert, 
    Sallie Hawkins, Kevin Humbert, Greg Volack 
 
Document Committee 
Chair: OPEN 
    Board Liaison: John Fitzgibbon 
    Members: Ken Heckert, Mike Bergman,  
    Carol Heckert, Joe Sefack, Robert Thierfelder,  
    Kenneth Alarie, Steve Bragg 
 
Ponds & Preserves Committee 
Chair: Frank Freestone (paddlemania@verizon.net) 
    Board Liaison: Larry Dobias 
    Members: Dave Gill, John Greco, Ken Heckert,  
    Carolyn Kenney, Sue Remy, Norma Lee Rhines,  
    Melle Lee Warren, Nancy Sinclair 
 
Social Committee 
Chair:  Carolyn Kenney (kenneycsrq@gmail.com) 
     Board Liaison: John Fitzgibbon 
     Members: Kristen Ellison, Barbara Gildner Kathy Halaiko,   
     Sallie Hawkins, Deb Jones, Adele Kellman,  
     Lenora McComas, Barbara O’Brien, Melle Lee Warren 
      
 

Rivendell Board of Directors 
 

Ray Capuano, President  
(raycapuano1@gmail.com) 
 
Maureen Emmons, Vice President 
(mauremmons@ymail.com) 
 
Larry Dobias, Treasurer  
(dobiasle@gmail.com)   
 
John Fitzgibbon, Secretary 
(john.fitz48@gmail.com) 
 
OPEN, Director At Large 
 
 
Sub-Association Boards of Directors 
 

The Cottages: John Martin, President; Bill Vanik,1st Vice 
President; Bob Metelko, 2nd Vice President; Bev Piraino, 
Treasurer; Carol Costa, Secretary. 
 
Patio Homes: Bob Thierfelder, President; Dan Tavares, 
Secretary; Dave Rollinson, Treasurer. 
 
The Villas: Dianne Enger, President; Barbara Loe, Vice 
President, Treasurer; Mary Poremba, Secretary. 
 
Lighthouse Property Management: 
941-966-6844 x604 
Property Manager: Beth Miller 
(bethmiller@mgmt.tv) 
Assistant Property Manager: Lexi Robinson 
(Lexirobinson@mgmt.tv) 
 
Rivendell Website 
www.rivendellcommunity.com 
Contact Lighthouse Management for password to RESIDENTS 
section. 

Woodlands Word Deadline:  
Submit articles and information to Marilyn Probert 

(marilynprobert@gmail.com) 
by the tenth of the month. 

 
    Updates to the Contacts Page: 
              Kay Mruz (siestakeysunset6@gmail.com) 

Nuisance Alligator 
Call Florida Fish & Wildlife - SNAP 866-392-4286 

Do Not Call Lighthouse Property Management 

 
Sarasota County Sheriff 

Non-emergency Number: 941-316-1201 
Please use this number for non-emergencies 
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941-541-7005
458 South Tamiami Trail, Osprey FL 34229

www.MoriczOrthodontics.com

New
location

across from
US Post

Office in the
Osprey

Executive
Park

Call today 
 to schedule
your FREE

consultation
Happily
treating

patients of
all ages

Saturday,
Early morning 

& Evening
Appointments

         Claudia F. Moricz, DDS, MS
Certified by the 

American Board of Orthodontics

Call today 
 to schedule
your FREE

consultation


